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Activist James Boggs and activist philosopher Grace Lee Boggs poignantly connect 
evolution and revolution.  They viewed revolution as tied to an evolution of humanity, a 
vision that includes “new man/woman” and “new concepts of the relations between 
people.” Care can be just such a revolution. 
 
Our cosmopolitan society seeks new answers to social questions in ways that 
traditional neoliberal and analytic approaches to policy, economics, and ethics seem ill-
equipped to respond to. This presentation suggests that care ethics—a relational 
approach to morality and a way of being in the world—is best equipped to draw upon 
the human condition as interdependent embodied beings in guiding our values and 
practices. Furthermore, our social challenges require a care revolution. This revolution 
may have already started, and everyone can participate.  
 
Care theory is more than a systematic approach to adjudicating moral dilemmas. Good 
care is marked by humble inquiry, inclusive connection, and responsive action at its 
deepest and richest expression. No matter one’s identity, everyone needs care. Thus, a 
care movement has the potential to galvanize people around new norms of 
interpersonal relationships that include democratic participation and empathy. We 
witnessed imperfect examples of such revolutions during the Progressive Era and the 
Peace and Love movements of the 1960s.  
 
This presentation describes care theory and how we can participate in a process 
revolution—a change of heart, mind, and politics—that begins with our personal 
choices, commitments, and disposition. I then address what a care revolution means 
for institutions like universities, how a care ethos impacts a college culture, and how we 
frame the role of higher education. In particular, the work of diversity, equity, and 
inclusion is brought from margin to center in the operation of a caring university.  
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